
�����������	�
��
�

������������	�
	������
	�
������ �� ���� ������
���� 
��
� ��	������ 
���

����
� ����� ���� ���
�
���� ��
��� ���� �� ����
�����
������
��
��������
���� ��������� ���
� ���
��
��� 
���� ���� 
�����
�������
��������������
����� ���� � ������	���
!�� �� ��"� ���#� �$��
�
���� ���� �������� �����

���%� $��
� ���� ����
���
������
�%�$��
�����
���� �������%�� �� ���
�
���� 
�� ��� 
���� ��

���
� ��	����� $��
�� �����

��� ���
� 
����� ���"��

��
� ���� ����������
������� ��� �
�� ���
��


��
� ������ ��� 
�����
���������
������������

��
� 
����� ���� �����

���%� &��� ���� �'���

���"� ��� 
����� ���"���

��
� ���� ��'�� ����� ���

��� ���
� �� � 
��
���
�������%�()�����������
��
� ������ *��� �����
���� �
� ����� ���	�� ����
���
����� 
�� �� �����
��
����� ��������� 	�
��	
�
���"� ��� +,-%� *���

���� ������ ���� ����
��������� ��� ����
� ���

��� �.� ��� 	�
��
���
������ ��

��� ��� ��
��
���%�

�� 
���
� 
��
� 
���� ���
���� ���� �
�������� �
�

�������������+�������
������������'��'������

��
�� ��������� ���
������ /����� �
�����
��
���"����
��
�
����
��� ���� 
��� ��� 
���
�
���������
����
����

���

���� 
���� 0��"������
���� 
���� ����������
���
� 
����
��
����� ���
��� �������� ��� 
���
&��������� �!
����� ��� ��
������
������ 	�
���
���
� ��� ���� �����
����
��'���� $�
���
� �����
��������� ���� 
����
����	����� ������ �
����
��� ���"� 
��� ����� ���
���� ���
��� �� ��'�� ���
	������ 
��� ������ ���"�
��'����� ��� 
���� �����
��

��� ���� �� ����� ���
������ 
�� ��	�

����
��
�
���
������������"�

��������������������������������������������������� ��������������� ���������	�
���
��
���������	���������� ������������������������ ���������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������� ��������������
�
�
��������	�
����������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ����������
�����������

!����
����1���	
��2��&������
/��3�
����+�"��(2&������

�

���� ���� ��
�
����� 
�� ������
3��� 
����� ��� ���� 
���� ���
	������
�����
���
����
�������
�� ��	�

���� ���� '���
�
����
�����	�
����	
�����
	�
� ���� ���� ���
� 
����
��'��
���������

3��� &�
����	�� ��
�� �� ��'����
���
�� ��� 
��� *����4�	�����
�
����� ���� ���
� ���� ��
�� ���

����� ���
� ��� 
��� ������
������� 5����� ��'��� ��� *���
'���� ������ ������� ����� ����
��'���
�� 
�� �������� ����
������ ���� �������� ��
� ���

��
� �������� ���� 
�����

���� ���� �
���� ��� ���� ��� 
���

����� 6��� ��'��� ��� 
��
�	���'�� 
����� !�� �
���� ���
�
��'���

���������73���(2&������

 

Book Reviews 
 

The New Saint Joseph Baltimore Catechism (N0. 1), by Father Bennet, C.P. 
 

The Baltimore Catechism is a  comprehensive explanation of our Catholic Faith, written for young people, but suitable for all ages. 
The clarity and detail of its instructions and examples make the Catechism a fine book for anyone who desires to understand Ca-

tholicism better. Some could be put off a bit by certain antiquated diagrams and the way the authors unapologetically assert certain 
teachings of the Catholic faith, but if each lesson is read through the theology is sound and thorough yet simple. 

 
Theology for Beginners, by F.J. Sheed, Reviewed by Father Michael O’Connor 

 
This book is a wonderful, thorough and entertaining introduction to theology. While its title includes “for Beginners”, this book is 
not simple. It will challenge you to read carefully and thoughtfully, but true to its name it does not assume you know any theology. 

I could not recommend this book more for an adult who likes to read and is ready to learn more about the basics of our faith.  
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All Cursillistas, Your attention Please! 
It is with much appreciation and pleasure that I can announce that the Cursillo Movement of the Diocese of Biloxi (aka The Cursillo Movement of 
South MS) is once again reunited  in total, with the Sacred Heart Parish/Cursillo Center @ Dedeaux. 
 
Effective August 15th, 2009 (The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary) the mailing address, telephone/fax number and email address as follows: 
 

14595 Vidalia Rd., Pass Christian, MS  39571 
228-255-4800/fax 228-255-7888 

Email...HolyGroundEagle@aol.com 
Al Gombos, for The Movement 
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Fr. Mike O’Connor—Spiritual Director, By 
Laws Committee Chairman, Pastoral Plan 

Committee—MPO@catholic.org 
 

Al Gombos — Lay Director/Financial/Arise 
Algombos@aol.com 

 
Deacon Gayden Harper —   Associate Spiri-

tual Director and Bylaws Committee 
Deacongayden@cableone.net 

 
Claude Bourgeois — Vice President, Arise 

Chairman and Finance Committee 
Claude@cableone.net 

 
Wade Howat — Treasurer and Financial 

Committee 
Weh0941@bellsouth.net 

 
Skip Caroll — Recording Secretary/Arise/
Finance/Golf Tournament/3-Day weekend 

Scarroll@wm.com 
 

Mike Wheatley—Chairperson for The 
School of Leaders 

MadeMe6@aol.com 
 

Ronnie Iachino — Golf Tournament Chair-
man/Finance 

Darniachino@aol.com 
 
 

Karl Koberger —  Communications Chairman/
Workshop 

Kkoberg49@bellsouth.net 
Karl_koberger@hancockbank.com 

 
Buck O’Gea — Chairman Post Cursillo 

Bogea@bellsouth.net 
 

Verda Troney — Arise/Palanca 
Vntroney@yahoo.com 

 
Ed Fisher—Chairperson of the Cursillo 

3 Day Weekend 
Efish50@peoplepc.com 

 
Larry Grant& Mary Ellen Lee — Finance 
(Larry)/ Post Cursillo/Ultreya and Arise

(Mary Ellen) Committee 
Lee-grant@att.net 

 
Nancy Letort — Volunteer and By-Laws 

Committee 
NancyLetort@aol.com 

 
Mike Craft — (Past Lay Director) Financial 

and Workshop Committee 
Mwadcraft@cableone.net 

Mcraft@reddpestsolutions.com 
 
 
 

Denny Denmark —  School of Lead-
ers 

Gayldenmark@yahoo.com 
 

Virginia Bigelow—3 Day Weekend/
Arise Committee 

Vbigelow@bellsouth.net 
 

Norm Cyr— Communications Co-
Chairman 

Zosan@cableone.net 
 

Eileen Thompson —  Co-Chair Pal-
anca Committee 

Mypalanca@hotmail.com 
 

Cathy Foulon—Post Cursillo/Ultreya 
Stcborromeo@att.net 

 
 

Dale Dorcik — 3 Day Weekend/
Arise 

ddorcik@thepeoples.com 

Cursillo Movement of South Mississippi 
 Secretariat Membership & Responsibilities 

 
CURSILLO MOVEMENT VOLUNTEER LISTS 

 
Volunteer lists for Team and Palanca participation, for minor repairs and for fund raising activities are being maintained by 
Nancy Letort. If you have any changes to your original response on volunteer forms, such as telephone numbers and/or email 
addresses, please send that change to nancyletort@aol.com. These lists are being forwarded to Rector, Rectora, ARISE Lead-
ers and Palanca Coordinators to assist in planning for weekend participation. 
 
DeColores,                                                                                   
 
Nancy Letort 
Nancyletort@aol.com 

To subscribe to the Cursillo prayer list, which provides prayer request/
cursillo news and inspirational messages contact us at: 

kkoberg49@bellsouth.net 
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23nd Annual Catholic Cursillo Handicap 
Scramble Benefit Golf Tournament 

Will be Saturday, October 10, 2009 
At 

Gulf Hills Golf Course 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Free Door Prizes + Free Refreshment Carts + 
Free Fried Fish Dinner 

Awards to be held at the end of morning and afternoon play 
 

Free Pre-Tournament Cocktail Party 
Ocean Springs Civic Center 

3730 Bienville Blvd.; 
Ocean Springs, MS  39564 

Friday, October 9, 2009 from 7:00 — 9:30 p.m. 
For Players, Cursillo Workers, Sponsors and spouses AND ALL CURSILLISTAS! 

Get your entries in as soon as possible, because the field will be limited to the first 64 teams PAID! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsors needed 
 

$100 for your business sign or message to be placed on the course 
(or any donation) 

 

Door Prizes Needed to give away! 
Players Needed! 

Email: Skip Carroll scarroll@wm.com  Cell: 228-547-6562 to learn about Golf Committee Meetings 
where you can find out how you can help 

The Cursillo Movement Of South Mississippi.  

13700 Pass Road 
Ocean Springs, MS  39564 

Shotgun start 7:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
Three-man or Mixed Team 

Make up your own team or we will place you on a team 
$85.00 per player includes green fee and cart 

Cash Prizes 
Prizes totaling $3,000 ($1,500 a.m. and $1,500 p.m.) 

Hole-in-one on #17 wins $5,000! + Prize for longest drive 
(#6 &  #11) 

Prize for closest to pin on #3 , #8 & #12 

Early entries also get their choice of tee time! 
Mulligans will be on sale — 2 for $10 

For info contact: 
                           Nancy or Ronnie @ Southern Fastener and Tool 

                       2701 13th Ave, Gulfport, MS 39501 
                 228-863-4737 — Fax 228-864-5971 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 



Cursillo Golf Tournament 
Dinner Party 
����������	
��
�
�
��
��������	����������������������������������� �����������������������������
��������
�� !��
��
�
��	� !��
�
�����������"���	���	���#����$�	��������� 	���
���������������%����&��
��	�������	���'#��&��� (��
)**(������+��,����(��,�����
��'#���� !���$
�-�"�#�- ���������.�$
%���(*���
����
�
��"�����
���������

!��
���	�&���
��-��
�����,�"��������� ���
�, ����� ������������-�����������	�%�����	������
��!��
�������������$��������-��
����
���/���
��
���	� �
� ��
����#������
��������
����%�����
���
��	�����
��
�����&���%��0���
��
������	
����&��!��!���	����
��� �	��!�%����&��������#�����������
��-�"�#�-������&��
�������#
���"��������
��0������!��"�	�����%��%����# ������1�����
�������
����%�&����	��
	��� �!���&���
2* �
 ��)**(�%
�������#���
��!�%��
�
��%��#��������
����� 
�����
�����$
����	���	�&�"���$�
�����
��
�"�����3�������-��
����
���/���
��
���	� �
���
���� ���
����"���	����#����&����	�4�����
�����
��	������ !�����
����$��	����	��	��������	������%

�!��
����
��#����#���
-���	��/���$���
�5�-�����
������6))78�)27�7797����� ����6))78�797�2)):��;��))�
��,������ !�!!�#���	�<���#���
�
����=����
�
��-��
�����,�"��������� ���
�, �����������������- ���������

MENU 
HOT FOOD 
•  
���!�-������%��
���#��
• -��&�-���
�
•  ��#�	����
��/������	����"��
• //>�-
�#����
• �%�#��/���	��������
�
•  �����	�?�$���&��
�	��4����
• -
�#������	� ��
�$�����&��
COLD FOOD 
• ������� ���	�
• ��"���	��$$
�
•  �����	���
��� ���	�
• ������ ���	�%��
�#
��#�����	��

��$
�
• ��
���
�6-���
��/��%���
��-�����
8�
BEVERAGES 
• -���������!
��
• �����-��������������!
��
•  !��������+�@��
• ���$���3���
•  �	��������
• ����#�������
• /����
• �����
• /���&���������?�	������A������ #��#
�6��������
/���	
�'���8�
• ,�;��
�
• 0#��
• -�������-�������� �$��  



Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 2 

2009 Cursillo Schedule 
Next Men’s Cursillo 

 

Dedeaux #222: 
October 1—4, 2009 

Rector: Johnny Williams 
 

Co-Rector: Harry Hooks 
 

Palanca Team Coordinator: 
Ed Fisher 

 
 

Next Men’s Return 
 

August 28-30, 2009 
Leader: Karl Koberger 

 
 

Next Men’s Arise 
 

Men’s Arise #58 
October 16—18, 2009 
Leader: Patrick Chubb 

 
Co-Leader: Larry Grant 

Prayer & Sacrifice Team: Don  
Cox 

Next Women’s Cursillo 
 

Dedeaux #223 
December 3-6, 2009 
Rectora: Jill Olsen 

 
Co-Rectora: Yvette Livacarri 

 
Palanca Team Coordinator: 

Nancy Buckheister 
 
 

Next Women’s Return 
 

September 11-13, 2009 
Leader: Dean Craft 

 
 
 
 

Next Women’s Arise 
 

Arise #57 
September 25—27, 2009 
Leader: Mary Ellen Lee 

Co-Leader: Kathryn Walters 
Prayer & Sacrifice Team: 

Christine Newman 

What Is A Return Weekend? 
 
A Men’s and Women’s Return Weekends be-
gin on a Friday night and last until Sunday 
afternoon. They are for Men and Women who 
have previously made a Cursillo Weekend and 
would like to return to Dedeaux for a great 
spiritual boost. (And you do not have to have 
made your Cursillo at Dedeaux.) It is not as 
structured and intense as a Cursillo Weekend. 
Relax and spent time with Jesus at Dedeaux 
again and enlarge your Christian community 
by meeting and getting to know new Cursillis-
tas.  
 
What Is A Couples Return Weekend? 
 
A couples return weekend is the opportunity 
for husbands and wives who have completed a 
Cursillo Weekend to enjoy a weekend as a cou-
ple. Held at the Visitation Monastery in Mobile 
the weekend is open to any couple who has at-
tended a Cursillo Weekend. Both spouses  need 
not have made a Cursillo Weekend to attend 
the Couples Weekend. Only one spouse needs 
to attend a Cursillo Weekend.  

Married Couples Return #11 Held at Visitation Monastery 
The following 25 couples attended the 11th Annual Married Couples Return Retreat weekend at Visitation Monastery in Mo-
bile, sponsored by the Cursillo Movement of South Mississippi, July 31—August 2: 
 
Jerry & Millie Cade, St. Ann, Hurley; Laurin & Judy Chaterlain, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Rick & Pat Clement, Sacred 
Heart, Pascagoula; Randall & Shelly Cox, team couple, Christ the King, Latimer; Paul & Rose Collins, Nativity B.V.M., Bi-
loxi; Mike & Dean Craft, St. John the Evangelist, Gulfport; Terry & Pat Gibbs, Sacred Heart, Hattiesburg; Al & Marie Gom-
bos, team couple, St. Michael, Biloxi; Jack & Marie Harrison, St. Mary, Woolmarket; Wade & Sandra Howat, Lead Couple, 
Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Lindell & Ella Kincade, Sacred Heart, Hattiesburg; Karl & Marianne Koberger, St. Joseph, Gulf-
port; Oscar & Mary Ellen Lestrade, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Randy & Judy Lesso, St. Alphonsus, Ocean Springs; Mike 
& Mary Ann (Pixie) Meehan, St. Mary, Gautier; Charlie & Liz Ponder, St. Thomas Aquinas, Hattiesburg; William & Theresa 
Powell, Immaculate Conception, Laurel; Tom & Margo Quave, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; John & Madeline Rickman, team 
couple, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Dee & Martha Smelley, St. Alphonsus, Ocean Springs; J.D. & Julie Sparks, St. Thomas, 
Long Beach; Don & Eileen Thompson, St. Charles Borromeo, Picayune; Kevin & Donna Trouchesset, team couple, Sacred 
Heart, D’Iberville; Don & Carol Williams, St. Bernadette, Waynesboro; and Mark & Sandy Williams, St. Thomas, Long 
Beach. Fr. Greg Barras, Pastor of St. Michael in Biloxi was the Spiritual Director of the weekend.  
 

NOTICE: 
All the photos that we have for Cursillo weekends have been added to the website. Please check out our website and 
view them in the photo album. If you have a photo from your weekend that we do not have on the website, please con-
tact me and we will make arrangements to get a copy so it can be added to our site and our scrapbooks! Thank you. 
Karl Koberger at: kkoberg49@bellsouth.net 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  WWW.CURSILLOMOVEMENTOF 
SOUTHMISSISSIPPI.ORG 
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Welcome New Cursillistas! 
 

Dedeaux #216 (October 2—5, 2008): Fr. Satish Adav, Our 
Lady of Fatima, Dick Allen, St. Joseph, Moss Point; John 
Coughlin, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Robby Hitt, Holy Spirit, 
Vancleave; Scott Johnson, Holy Spirit, Vancleave; Mark 
Lachaussee, St, Thomas, Long Beach; Ray Lacy, St. Tho-
mas, Long Beach; Tom Light, St. Thomas, Hattiesburg; Ed 
Martinez, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; Sean McCusker, Christ 
the King, Latimer; Robert Pepino, St. John the Evangelist, 
Gulfport; Robert Rhea, Holy Spirit, Vancleave; Chad Rho-
des, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Thad Rhodes, St. James, Gulf-
port; and Jimmy White II, Christ the King, Latimer, 
 
Dedeaux #217 (December 4—7, 2008): Frances Bacak, St. 
Joseph, Moss Point; Millie Cade, St. Ann, Hurley; Cherie 
Funderburk, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Karen Jones, St. 
John the Evangelist, Gulfport; Mandy Lacy, St. Thomas, 
Long Beach, Cheryl Ladner, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; Von-
ceil Lane, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Christine Lee, Our 
Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Linda Lloyd , Holy Spirit, Vancleave; 
Natalie Petersen, St. Mary, Gautier; Jennifer Rabby, St. 
Thomas, Long Beach; Maria Ramos, Holy Family, Pass 
Christian; Angela Reinholtz, Annunciation, Kiln; Courtney 
Rhodes, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Sarah Rhodes, St. James, 
Gulfport; Patricia Shanholtz, St. Mary, Gautier; and Lisa 
Starita, St. Thomas, Long Beach. 
 
Dedeaux #218 (March 19—22, 2009): Rusty Anderson, St. 
Mary, Gautier; Michael Barhonovich, St. Michael, Biloxi; 
Matthew Courville , Sacred Heart, Church Point, LA; Laurin 
Chatelain, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Al Daquin, Holy 
Spirit, Vancleave; Chanlie Faye, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; Joe 
Furian, St. Mary, Gautier; Bill Griffin , Immaculate Concep-
tion, Laurel; Bill Heath, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; David 
Hicks, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Jamie Ladner, Sacred 
Heart, Dedeaux; Matt Langlinais , Our Lady of Fatima, Bi-
loxi; Matt Lizana , Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; Perry Lopez, Sa-
cred Heart, D’Iberville; Michael Morgan, St. Thomas, Long 
Beach; Rudy Quilon, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Wayne 
Scarborough, Immaculate Conception, Laurel; David Sims, 
St. Mary, Gautier; James Smith, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; J.D. 
Sparks, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Leroi Stovall, St. Thomas, 
Long Beach; Gary Troescher, St. Charles Borromeo, Pi-
caune; and Loren Vickery , Holy Spirit, Vancleave. 

Dedeaux #219 (April 2—5, 2—9): Jerelyn Anthony, St. Tho-
mas, Long Beach; Donna Atwater, St. Alphonsus, Ocean 
Springs; Mary Bigelow, St. Elizabeth Seton, Ocean Springs; 
Ellen Bynon, St. Elizabeth Seton, Ocean Springs; Julie Ellis, 
St. Mary, Gautier; Janet Fletcher, St. Elizabeth Seton, Ocean 
Springs; Mary Grimes, St. Lucy, Mobile, Al; Jennifer 
Harrell , Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Carmen Hester, Our 
Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Diane Insalaco, Gulfport; Mary Kry-
stosek, St. Elizabeth Seton, Ocean Springs; Janice Leake, Sa-
cred Heart, Dedeaux; Jeanne Lizana, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; 
Pam Loper, Sacred Heart, Pascagoula; Mary Ann “Pixie” 
Meehan, St. Mary, Gautier; Patricia Mitchell , St. Alphonsus, 
Ocean Springs; Yvette Necaise, Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; Kelly 
Ribar , St. Elizabeth Seton, Ocean Springs; Ynes Taylor, Our 
Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Debbie Tootle, St. Alphonsus, Ocean 
Springs; Tarah Trouts, St. Mary, Gautier; Venilda Vasquez, 
Gulfport; and Ann Wilkerson, Ocean Springs. 
 
Dedeaux #220 (April 30—May 3, 2009): Bruce Anthony, St. 
Thomas, Long Beach; Jerry Lee Cade, St. Ann, Hurley; Earl 
Delaune III, St. Mary, Woolmarket; James Eide, Blessed Xa-
vier Seelos, Biloxi; Michael Melasecca, St. Mary Woolmar-
ket; Peter Boy Martino, Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi; Lance 
McNew, St. Thomas, Long Beach; Franklin Parker , Our 
Mother of Sorrows, Biloxi; Jose Ramos, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Biloxi; Vaughn Schauss, Sacred Heart, Hattiesburg; and Fr. 
Steve Wilson, Our Mother of Sorrows, Biloxi. 
 
Dedeaux #221 (June 4—7, 2009): Tammy Arcana, Kiln; Tif-
fany Cuevas, Picayune; Jessica Garriga; Margie Griffin , 
Laurel; Kara Hoda, Kiln; Bonnie Hudson, Kiln; Bridgette 
Ladner, Perkinston; Yvonne Light, Hattiesburg; Peggy Mat-
thews, Pass Christian; Ann Melasecca, St. Mary, Woolmarket;  
Barbara Roberts, St. Joseph, Gulfport, Tina Robinson, Dia-
mondhead; and Fay Waltman, St. Mary, Woolmarket.  

Tomorrow is a mystery 
 

Yesterday is history 
 

Today is the present 
 

God is the I am who lives in the present 
 

Shouldn’t we? 

 Fifth Day Cursillitas 
Based on a recommendation by Deacon Gayden Harper, we 
have started a new Cursillo phrase for The Cursillo Movement 
of South, Mississippi: We speak about our Fourth Day which is 
our live after our Cursillo Weekend. On our website, we started 
a section  called “Fifth Day”. It refers to the time in our rela-
tionship with God when we leave our Fourth Day behind and 
begin our eternal life with God, our Fifth Day. 
We’ve displayed all of the 5th Day names which have been 
thus far submitted, However, if you know of any Cursillitas 
who are not listed here, please submit their name with their 
Cursillo number and they’ll be added to this memorial page. 
Make submissions to Karl Koberger: kkoberger49@bellsouth.
net. Masses continue to be said in memoriam of our Fifth Day 
Cursillitas; they are held at different times through the year at 
various parishes.  
Let us continue to pray for these loving friends… 
Be sure to check the memorials at our website: 
www.cursillomovementofsouthmississippi.org 
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Palanca—My secret path in getting closer to Our Lord  
By Eileen Thompson 

I could never thank God enough for all the graces He 
gave me every day. Who am I to deserve this, I always 
ask Our Lord. I am so blessed I am able to pray and find 
time to pray unceasingly every moment of the day. All 
of this did not suddenly happen. This started with my 
Cursillo weekend in April, 1993. I made Jackson #68, 
sat at Table #3, St Patrick. I lived in Jackson, Missis-
sippi then. I now lived here in our Biloxi Diocese. 
I remember starting the Friday afternoon of my Cursillo 
weekend and continued until Sunday afternoon, letters 
were read to us from the pulpit. They were read to us 
when we were eating our meals, during our breaks, they 
were posted on the 4 walls of our Rollo room. There 
were so many and the people who wrote them I never 
heard of them before. They were people from other cit-
ies, other countries, other people from my town and 
other towns. I was so overwhelmed with these letters. 
Who am I to deserve all these love, prayers and sacri-
fices they are doing. I did not know then what these let-
ters were called. The letters specified he/she/they 
prayed so many rosaries, went to so many masses, re-
ceived do many Holy Communions, prayed so many  
Stations of the Cross, make these many visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament, prayed so many Novenas to Sacred 
Heart, St. Michael the Archangel, etc, stayed up the 
nights of my Cursillo weekend praying for our week-
end. Then letters also mentioned visiting the sick, the 
prison, brought food to the elderly, cleaned the church 
floors, dusted the different statues of their church, 
played the guitar and sang to elders in Nursing homes, 
cleaned up the church ground, did so many hours of 
maintenance work in the church regularly. They did all 
these just so my Cursillo weekend will be a success in 
bringing us closer to Our Lord. What a sacrifice just for 
us at the weekend!! I got to find out much later after my 
weekend, all these works of mercy, different types of 
prayers, and good deeds are called “Palanca” and are 
expressed in letters! The letters posted everywhere in 
the Rollo room are called “PALANCA LETTERS”. 
Boy, am I a slow learner! 
Palanca are all those I mentioned above and more. The 
letter is NOT the Palanca. The letter is just the means to 
convey genuine, sincere prayers, sacrifices and work of 
mercy. Here is an example of a short Palanca letter. 
Dear brothers/sisters of Dedeaux 223, I am praying 25 
rosaries, visiting the blessed sacrament for 30 minutes 
every day this week lifting you up. Blessings, Jerry. 
Here is an example of a “Hoax” (False) Palanca letter (I 
call them “thinking of you “ letter). Dear John, I am 
thinking of you this whole weekend. Open your heart. 
Let go and let God. Love, Mary. Why did I call it 
“False?” Because it did not mention any prayer, 

sacrifices and work of mercy. If you prayed 2 rosaries for the weekend, 
write that in your Palanca letter. If you prayed for them during Sunday 
Mass, write it in your letter. If you visited a prisoner as an act of mercy, 
write it in your letter. Just mentioning this in your letter changes it from 
a “thinking of you” (False) Palanca letter to a true Palanca letter. This is 
not too hard. You probably did not know that. With so many talks dur-
ing the weekend and so many notes taken, you had not the chance to 
review what you wrote after the weekend. That was my experience, too. 
As a Palanca Coordinator for both Mississippi Dioceses for 5—6 years, 
I have seen many of these so called “thinking of your” letters. 
Where did the word “Palanca” come from? Palanca is the Spanish word 
for LEVER. Well why “Lever”? I remember learning about “lever” in 
my high school Physics class in Manila. There were many pictures ex-
plaining the different kinds of lever.  I still remember there’s a picture 
of a man and a wheel barrow. Just as a lever enables a person to move 
something which is beyond their normal strength, Palanca empowers 
the accomplishment of the things which would not be possible without 
the grace of God.  
I know many of you would like to do something for the Cursillo move-
ment after your Cursillo weekend. One of things you can do is PAL-
ANCA. Do your daily prayers, sacrifices and acts of mercy. Offer them 
up for the Cursillo movement, for our Cursillo leaders and all Cursillo 
weekends happening all across our country, all around the world, across 
so many denominations.  
I remember my commitment card (small blue card) I completed when I 
made my Cursillo weekend 16 years ago. I promised God to spend 2 
minutes a day in prayers. How did I know that? I still keep my card in 
my purse. When I examine my prayer life today, I thank the Lord for 
blessing me with unceasing prayers. 
Long ago when I was the Palanca Coordinator of our sister diocese, I 
used to email and invite my former lay director, John Files, in Jackson 
when we had not received any Palanca letters for our upcoming Cur-
sillo weekend to pray with me. We would agree to do a rosary at a spe-
cific time, on a specific day, where ever we were, to pray for local Pal-
anca letters to come for our Cursillo weekend next week. Then we 
would both do a thank you PALANCA after our weekend at an agreed 
time and date where ever we were at that specific time. The Lord said 
“For when two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in 
the midst of them (Matthew 18:20). It was so much fun for us to do this 
together.  And more importantly, to know the Lord was with us then.  
If you want to pray and you are loss for words, that happens to me too. 
Just call on the Holy Spirit to help you, that’s what I usually do. Pray 
our “Come, Holy Spirit” prayer which we prayed more than 50 times 
during our Cursillo weekend. It is in our Pilgrims Guide. I started pray-
ing regularly for 2 minutes a day after my weekend. The key word was 
regularly. Now it is unceasingly. What a joy to be able to do this today. 
 

Pray without ceasing (2 Thessalonians 5:17)  

Live in such a way that those who know you but don’t know God will 
come to know God because they know you.—Unknown 
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The Cursillo ® Movement 
National Cursillo® Center  P.O. Box 210226  Dallas, TX 75211  214-339-6321  Fax 214-339-6322  www.natl-cursillo.org 

 
August 8, 2009 
 
Al Gombos 
Lay Director, Diocese of Biloxi 
141 St Charles Ave 
Biloxi, MS 39530 
 
Dear Al, 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us! The Lord let his face shine upon us, and be gracious to us! 
The Lord look upon us kindly and give us peace! Amen. (cf. Nm 6:24-26) 
 
My name is Ceferino (Cef) Aguillon and I am the National Coordinator for the English language 
Cursillo Movement in the United States. One of my responsibilities as National Coordinator is 
to visit the dioceses in at least two regions every year. I visited 15 dioceses in Region 6 during 
May 4–22, 2009 and will be visiting 16 dioceses in Region 7 during September 8-29, 2009. I 
plan to visit the Diocese of Biloxi on Friday, September 18, 2009. 
 
The diocesan visit allows the National Coordinator to meet with the members of the Diocesan 
Secretariat and School of Leaders. The meeting is an opportunity for us to share our faith and 
some thoughts about the Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of Biloxi regarding the Secretariat, 
School of Leaders, Precursillo, Cursillo and Postcursillo activities. 
 
My understanding is that the meeting would be held either in Biloxi, MS or D'Iberville, MS. I 
will need the address where the meeting will take place in order print driving directions and I 
also need to know what time the meeting will begin. I would appreciate this information no later 
than Friday, August 14, 2009. It is best to meet in the evening so that people who work are 
able to attend. Allow at least two hours for the meeting. I look forward to meeting with the 
Secretariat and School of Leaders. 
 
I wish I had the flexibility to accommodate requests made by the Lay Directors to meet on the 
day the Secretariat or School of Leaders meet, however, there are 16 dioceses I will need to 
visit within the timeframe mentioned above so I have to work with my schedule in order to visit 
all the dioceses in a timely manner. I thank you in advance for your assistance in making this 
meeting possible. 
 
You can reach me on my cell phone at 214-274-2979 or e-mail at cef@natl-cursillo.org in case 
you have questions. Let us pray and offer Palanca for each other and the Cursillo Movement. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Ceferino Aguillón, Jr. 
National English Language Coordinator 
The Cursillo® Movement 
® 
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SCHOOL OF LEADERS 
By Mike Wheatley 

 

Since our last newsletter was published, the Secretariat has established a School of Leaders. The following are the direc-
tions that were given as a guide for the members of the School to follow, in this endeavor. It is important to understand the 
meaning of the word ‘School’ as it applies to a Cursillo School of Leaders. In this application the word School defines a 
group who operate as a group and follows closely the direction that has been established for them to follow. A good exam-
ple of this is a school of fish that act in perfect concert with each other. Our task is to study all materials appropriate to the 
Cursillo movement and insure that the local movement is properly applying the Cursillo method that has worked so well 
for so many years. We are also called to be a Tool to be used by the Secretariat to accomplish their overall objectives. 

 

“The School of Leaders” for the Cursillo Movement of the Diocese of Biloxi, MS. 
 

The Cursillo School of Leaders for the Diocese of Biloxi is established by the local Secretariat in accordance with the pro-
visions of the respective By-Laws, the Leader’s Manual of the United States Catholic Cursillo Movement and a mailing 
from the National Cursillo Center dated August 2007. For the sake of brevity The School of Leaders will be herein referred 
as the “School’. The main goals, focus, objectives and purpose of the School is to assure the authenticity, integrity and ef-
fectiveness of the Cursillo Method within the Movement of the Diocese of Biloxi. 
 

As an operational structure of the Movement, The School is a community of Christians who, united in the atmosphere of a 
Group Reunion, seek every day to become more centered, more committed and more united, so as to accelerate in them-
selves, in the Movement, and in their environments of living out what is fundamental for being a Christian. 
 

The School is a gathering of leaders of Christianity; a core group within The Movement which is and of itself is a specific 
vocation. These leaders are those who have chosen to serve within The Movement as their primary apostolic vocation. This 
group is a community example of all three phases of the Movement: Pre Cursillo, 3-day Cursillo and Post Cursillo. Initially 
the membership is comprised of members recommended by the Secretariat, including a Chairperson for the School. Upon 
the completion of an “initial period” (est. 6 months) The School will extend invitations of membership and participation, 
upon itself. In summary the School is to the Cursillo community (Ultreyas), what the leaders (the team) is to the Cursillo 
weekend.  
 

The School is encouraged to develop a meeting schedule, strategy and location that is conducive of achieving effectiveness 
while achieving its mission: assuring the authenticity, integrity and effectiveness of the Movement, using as reference the 
“Leaders Manual (#102)” and “Cursillo Manual (#103/national weekend schedule)”. After each meeting the Chairperson 
will submit a written report of the meeting activity to the Secretariat. The School will be responsible for reviewing the Cur-
sillo Weekend Schedules, Script, Activities, etc. and making recommendations, accordingly, Annually (or more frequent if 
required). The School will conduct formal training for the  “Weekend Leaders” (in all capacities). The School will receive 
and review the weekend critique forms and make recommendations, accordingly. 
 
While the membership of The School is not limited; it is recommended that those who have chosen The Cursillo Method as 
their “primary apostolate” become the core group. Also, it is recommended that existing members of the Secretariat be in-
vited as the core group of The School. 
 
As the current leader of the School, I invite all who feel led to this apostolate to contact me for information as to how to 
become a member of the School. It is open to all who have made a Cursillo and who are making a concerted effort to live 
their Fourth Day. 
 
I also wish to state that we ‘The School” recognize that the current state of our movement is excellent. The establishment of 
this school was to insure that our movement remains strong. Our goal is to provide leadership and direction when needed 
and to follow faithfully the Cursillo Method. 
 
God Bless All, 
Mike Wheatley 
 

 

Check Out These Websites 
 

You’ll Be Glad You Did! 
 

Realcatholictv.com 
 

Forums.catholic.com 



�



 Arise Application 
 

Arise Office, 14595 Vidalia Rd.; Pass Christian, MS  39571 
Phone: 228-255-4800 Fax: 228-255-7888 Website: ariseofsouthmississippi.org 

E-mail:  floydbabin@catholic.org  
 
CHRIST calls you to come and follow HIM.  The ARISE weekend may be an important step in your pilgrimage to HIM.  
So that the ARISE team may know you better, please clearly PRINT the following information:                                                                             
 
Name_____________________________________________ Date of Birth ____________________ Male___     Female ___  

Street ________________________________________ City _____________________________ State ____ Zip _________  

Marital Status _________________________________________________ Number of Children _______________________  

Telephone Number:   Home (_____) _____-__________ Office (_____) _____-__________ Cell (_____) _____-__________   

E-mail address: ________________________________________________________________________________________   

Occupation ___________________________________________  Employer _______________________________________  

Other significant activities, organizations, interests, or hobbies 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Present and past religious affiliations or membership, if possible, include approximate dates.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

List any physical condition which requires special attention or diet: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What do think you will be seeking at the ARISE weekend? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Emergency Contact Person (check one):  Spouse __     Sponsor** __     Other __  
** Only if you are being sponsored (sponsor not required) by a Cursillista (person who attended a Cursillo weekend): 
 
Name _____________________________________________________ E-mail_____________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number:   Home (_____) _____-__________ Office (_____) _____-__________ Cell (_____) _____-__________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature _____________________________________________________________________  Date ___________________ 

 
Please use reverse side or attach an additional sheet for any other information which may be helpful (for example, please provide 
any Sponsor ** information if another contact is listed above). 

 
Please mail Arise Application to Arise Office (address at top of this page) 

 
Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it 



THE CATHOLIC CURSILLO MOVEMENT OF SOUTH MISSISSIPPI  – BILOXI DIOCESE   
MAILING ADDRESS & LOCATION:   14595 VIDALIA ROAD; PASS CHRISTIAN, MS  39571 
TELEPHONE:  228-255-4800              FAX:  228-255-7888                                              E-MAIL:  floydbabin@catholic.org               
                                                                        DATE ________________________________ 
 
NAME _____________________________________________________________________________ AGE  _____________ 
                            LAST                                                               FIRST                                MIDDLE                             
 

ADDRESS ___________________________________________   TELEPHONE  _____________________________________ 
                            NUMBER                          STREET                                                         HOME                                WORK 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
              CITY                                                                              STATE                                                           ZIP 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PARISH__________________________________________  PASTOR______________________________________________ 
 
MARITAL STATUS:                SINGLE             MARRIED                DIVORCED/SEPARATED             WIDOWED 
 
DATE WHEN MARRIED _______________________  PARISH__________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                   NAME                               CITY                    STATE 
 
CLERGY:             _____PRIEST      _____DEACON        ORDINATION DATE________________  ORDER______________ 
 
RELIGIOUS:        _____BROTHER     _____SISTER       PROFESSION DATE ________________  ORDER______________ 
 
OCCUPATION__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RELIGION______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACTIVITIES      CHURCH:     _____K OF C     _____ST. VINCENT DE PAUL     _____LEGION OF MARY      

         _____PARISH COUNCIL     _____CHARISMATIC 
 
OTHER_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMUNITY                  SOCIAL CLUB _____________________________ PROFESSIONAL________________________ 
 
                                           UNION ___________________________________ SERVICE CLUB________________________ 
                                                          
                                           OTHER __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HEALTH PROBLEMS___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL DIET_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Has your spouse made a Cursillo Weekend? ____ Do you wish to become more meaningfully involved in your parish? ________  
In your community? _________Do you consider yourself in need of a firmer relationship with Christ? _________ 
Is the church an important factor in your life? _____________ Why do you wish to make a Cursillo Weekend?_______________  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Cursillo Movement offers a method of spiritual growth and commitment.  It is supported entirely by donations.  There is a 
registration fee of $20.00 payable with the application.  The suggested donation for the weekend is $75.00, which includes your 
$20.00 registration fee.  No one is ever pressured to make a donation to the Cursillo Movement.  This is between you and God.  
No one should hesitate to attend a weekend because of finances. 
The Cursillo weekend runs from Thursday evening through Sunday evening.  Letter will notify you if you are accepted.  Also 
your sponsor and a team member prior to the weekend will contact you. 
If you have any questions, your sponsor will be glad to answer them, or you may call 228-255-4800. 
 

_______________________________________  ____________________________________  _________________________ 
              CANDIDATE                                                                PASTOR                                                        SPONSOR 



SPONSOR’S FORM 
 
This form must be completed in order that candidate’s application may be considered.  No candidate will be accepted without 
sponsor form filled out and signed. 
 
Sponsor’s name:   ____________________________________________________________________________ Age: _______ 
                                           LAST                                                              FIRST                                MIDDLE 
 
Address: _________________________________________ Telephone: _____________________________________________ 
                            NUMBER                          STREET                                                         HOME                                WORK 
 
________________________________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
              CITY                                  STATE                 ZIP 
 
Parish: _______________________________________________ Cursillo Weekend #: _________________________________ 
 
Have you made a serious effort to attend the monthly Ultreya? _______________ 
 
Do you attend regularly? ______________ Have you formed a group? _____________ Are you in a group? _____________ 
 
Do you know the candidate personally? _________ How long? ______________ Is the candidate a relative? _____________ 
 
Did you consult the pastor before inviting this candidate? _____________ 
 
What was his reaction?_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is the candidate a Catholic in good standing? _____________ Can he/she receive the Eucharist? ________________ 
 
If not, why not? __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————– 
 
To the best of your knowledge, does the candidate have any emotional or physical problems? ___If so, what are they? ———— 
 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————– 
 
Have you discussed the Cursillo Method (i.e. Weekend, Group, and Ultreya) with the candidate and his/her spouse?___________ 
 
Will you make sure the candidate’s spouse has the opportunity to attend the closing ceremonies? ___________ 
 
Are you willing to bring the candidate to Ultreya and Group Reunions after the Weekend? ____________ 
 
Will you do special Palanca for the candidates of this Cursillo up to and during the Weekend he/she attends? _____________ 
 
Is there anything the team and board should be aware of regarding this candidate?_____________________________________ 
 
 
                                                                                                                   Signed:________________________________________ 
 
REMINDER: 
Please get your Palanca Letters in early!  Palanca for entire Cursillo (team and candidates) is requested while letters to individu-
als are discouraged. 
 
What is palanca?  What is a palanca letter?  A palanca letter is one that is sent to the candidates and team, informing 
them of the prayers and sacrifices that you are offering to God on their behalf.  A letter may be sent explaining what 
type of palanca is being offered, but the letter is NOT the palanca.  The actual palanca is the action - intercessory 
prayer, sacrifice, or works of mercy , and it can be done without writing a letter. 



MEDITATION FOR CURSILLISTAS: 
 
Jesus appointed seventy-two other disciples 
whom he sent ahead of him in pairs 
to every town and place he intended to visit. 
He said to them, 
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; 
so ask the master of the harvest 
to send out laborers for his harvest. 
Go on your way; 
behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. 
Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; 
and greet no one along the way. 
Into whatever house you enter, first say, 
‘Peace to this household.’ 
If a peaceful person lives there, 
your peace will rest on him; 
but if not, it will return to you. 
Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, 
for the laborer deserves his payment. 
Do not move about from one house to another. 
Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, 
eat what is set before you, 
cure the sick in it and say to them, 
‘The Kingdom of God is at hand for you.’ 
Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, 
go out into the streets and say, 
‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, 
even that we shake off against you.’ 
Yet know this: the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
I tell you,  
it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day  
than for that town.” -- Luke 10:1-12 

 
Who, me? 

That’s a typical reaction to the thought that Jesus has called us to go out and “bring in the harvest.” Almost instinctively, we seem 
to feel that this means we will have to spend all our time preaching and teaching about Jesus! But the key to lessening our anxiety 
about our calling is to realize that there are many, many ways in which we can accomplish this work. In fact, God wants to in-
crease our vision so that we can better understand just how many different ways we really can spread the gospel.                      
                                                          

Direct teaching and preaching about the life, words, and actions of Jesus do make up an important part of laboring for the harvest, 
and most of us really are more capable of doing this than we think. There are many ways to learn: reading books about ways of 
sharing the gospel with others; attending classes or programs about evangelization and faith-sharing; and simply talking with 
other Christians who have done this successfully in their lives.  

But beyond specifically preaching about Jesus, there is much we can do. Acts of kindness, service, intercessory prayer, and living 
lives of faithfulness to our responsibilities are only a few possibilities. Think of how a kind word spoken at the right time, or a 
special card sent to someone lonely or hurting can lift their spirits. Think, too, about how a peaceful gesture in the midst of a time 
of conflict can help defuse tension and soften someone’s heart. Even something as simple as a smile can help people open them-
selves a little bit more to the love of God. And don’t forget prayer. That’s the one thing that all of us can do—and it is probably 
the most effective use of our time in helping prepare someone’s heart to receive the good news about Christ.  

Finally, remember that the most important person in the work of bringing in the harvest is the Holy Spirit! He is in you! He wants 
to work through you to bring others to Jesus. So whatever you do as a worker in the fields of the Lord, let the Holy Spirit lead 
and guide you. Let him show you how you can effectively labor to bring in the Lord’s harvest.  

Who, me? Yes, you!  

“Jesus, send me out into the harvest today. Use me, Lord, in whatever way you have planned to help bring people to know 
you and your love.”  

 



Ultreya Schedule 
     

                       
   

East Coast Deanery 
1st Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Held at St. Mary, Gautier 

(hosted by the other parishes in Jackson County) 
 

Contact persons: 
Dorothy & John O’Dwyer — (228) 497-4383 
Gay & Dennis Denmark — (228) 475-7497 
Donna & Gayden Harper — (228) 762-1640 

 
East Central Coast Deanery 

1st Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
(If it falls on the Thursday of a Cursillo weekend, it is moved to the 2nd 

Thursday) 
Rotation among: 

Nativity BVM, Biloxi 
St. Mary, Woolmarket 

Sacred Heart, D’Iberville 
St. Michael’s, Biloxi 

Our Lady of Fatima, Biloxi 
 

Contact persons: 
June & Buck O’Gea—(228) 396-5888 

Jeanne & Sam Orr — (228) 860-2901 or 860-4342 
Sandy Crosby — (228) 392-5819 

Marie & Al Gombos — (228) 374-1146 
Sandra & Wade Howat — (228) 392-8249 

Erma & Norm Cyr — (228) 385-1404 
 
 

 

Central Coast Deanery 
3rd Saturdays following 5:15 p.m. Mass 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

On Daugherty Road in Long Beach 
In the school cafeteria 

Covered Dish Meal—Babysitting Provided 
Contact persons: 

Anne Dion — (228) 867-5272 
Kathryn Walters — (251) 404-7782 

 
Northern Deanery 

Rotates between Sacred Heart, Hattiesburg  
and Immaculate Conception, Laurel 

Contact: Larry Grant/Mary Ellen Lee — (601) 261-9962 
 

West Coast Deanery 
Picayune, MS 

4th Thursday of every other month 
(next meeting to be September 24, 2009) 

At 7:00 p.m. 
St. Charles Borromeo Parish Hall 

Next to the church on Good Year Blvd. 
Picayune, MS 

Contact: Cathy Foulon (601) 798-1405 / (601) 798-4779 
 

Dedeaux, MS 
Do not have a regularly scheduled  Ultreya. 

We do have Ultreya Scheduled for Oct 14, at 7:00 p.m. 
December 16 at 7:00 p.m. at the Dedeaux Hilton 

Contact: Floyd Babin (228) 234-7992 
Sandra Ladner (228) 255-7560 

Fr. Mike O’Connor (228) 255-3381 
We may start a regular every other month Ultreya. 

This is the beginnings of that. 
Will see how time and day work out. 

The Cursillo Movement Of The Catholic       
Diocese of Biloxi, MS 
 14595 Vidalia Rd. 
Pass Christian, MS  39571 
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